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ENGLISH 2009G
Prof. R. Beebe Office Hours:




This course is a focused study of genre.  The topic will vary from 
semester to semester. The course may be repeated with the 
permission of the department chairperson.
Discussion Posts      - 15% 
Additional readings available on D2L
INTERTEXTUALITY
ENGLISH 5742 FALL 2021
M. Shelley, Frankenstein (1818/1831)
3 Interpretive Papers - 35% 
Group Project          - 10% 
Final Project            -  25% 
STUDIES IN GENRE FOR WRITERS AND TEACHERS
A. Moore & D. Lloyd, V for Vendetta 1982-89)
B. Kingsolver, The Poisonwood Bible (1998)
T. S. Eliot, The Waste Land (1922)
T. Stoppard, Rosencrantz & Guildenstern Are 
     Dead (1966)
Response Papers      - 20% 
& by appt. 
https://calendly.com/rlbeebe
Schedule an online meeting:rlbeebe@eiu.edu 
Course Overview
A catch-all, tricksy term, intertextuality covers a wide spectrum in 
the field of English Studies—a spectrum covering everything from, 
at one end, allusions or borrowings to adaptations, appropriations, 
or transmedia work to, at the far end, pastiche, imitation, and 
creative plagiarism. In this seminar, we will study intertextuality as 
both an interpretive framework (how a text performs its meanings 
or makes its “connections”) and as a condition for reading in the 
21st century. 
I only have one“language; it is not mine.  
      – Jacques Derrida 
After reading some foundational texts on the concept (classical, 
modern, and postmodern), we will work through four units, where, in 
addition to reading some great texts together, we will explore the 
demands intertextuality makes on readers, writers, and teachers. 
Primary readings will cover a variety of fictional genres—prose, 
poetry, graphic novel, drama, and film—across historical periods. 
There will also be opportunities for students to work with texts outside 
the reading list.  
Complementing the primary reading, we will review selected research 
on genre theory and rhetorical poetics, using these scholarly 
conversations to learn the many ways intertextuality is deployed in 
cultural studies and pedagogy.  
Online Course
Since one of the main goals of this course is to set up and complete a project designed for your 
professional interests, you should plan to meet with me frequently to discuss your project. At the very 
least, students will be expected to schedule at least two conferences (one during the first four weeks of 
the course; the second around Weeks 9-10).  
Conferences can take place via Collaborate Ultra, Zoom, or by phone and can be scheduled for any time 
during the day or early evening. I’m happy to talk with just as often as you need. Use the Calendly link 
below to find a convenient time. 
https://calendly.com/rlbeebe
Conferences
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Units of Study
Unit 1 (Weeks 1-2). Origins of Intertextuality 
Unit 2 (Weeks 3-6). Sites of Intertextuality (The Waste Land, Frankenstein, Rosencrantz & Guildenstern) 
Unit 3 (Weeks 7-9). Intertextuality Weaponized (V for Vendetta) 
Unit 4 (Weeks 10-15). Intertextuality & Post-Colonialism (The Poisonwood Bible) 
Discussion Forum & Response Papers
Typically, every week you will complete discussion posts and, every other week or so, a response 
paper. These are relatively informal writings and, as such, will be completions scores, providing you 
meet the minimum guidelines of the assignment prompt and you have submitted them on time.
Students are expected to maintain principles of academic integrity and conduct as defined in EIU’s 
Code of Conduct (http://www.eiu.edu/judicial/studentconductcode.php). Violations will be reported to 
the Office of Student Standards. 
This policy includes plagiarism, where, even if unknowing or accidental, can result in your failing the 
course and in further action by the university. Please note the English Department’s statement on 
plagiarism. Any teacher who discovers an act of plagiarism—“The appropriation or imitation of the 
language, ideas, and/ or thoughts of another author, and representation of them as one’s own original 
work” (Random House Dictionary of the English Language)—has the right and the responsibility to 
impose upon the guilty student an appropriate penalty, up to and including immediate assignments, of 
a grade of F for the assigned essay and a grade of F for the course, and to report the incident to the 
Office of Student Standards. If you have any questions about what constitutes plagiarism, feel free to 
ask me to clarify.
Academic Integrity
Students with Disabilities
If you are a student with a documented disability in need of accommodations to fully 
participate in this class, please contact the Office of Student Disability Services (OSDS). All 
accommodations must be approved through OSDS. Please stop by McAfee Gym, Room 1210, 
or call 217-581-6583 to make an appointment. 
COVID-19 Policy
The course is structured to be flexible and accommodating to students’ needs and circumstances 
during the pandemic. At no point will you be penalized for not completing work on time. However, I 
ask that you keep in contact with me about your status so that I can assist you in setting up alternative 
activities or due dates.
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Student Success Center
Students who are having difficulty achieving their academic goals are encouraged to contact 
the Student Success Center (www.eiu.edu/~success) for assistance with time management, test 
taking, note taking, avoiding procrastination, setting goals, and other skills to support academic 
achievement. The Student Success Center provides individualized consultations. To make an 
appointment, call 217-581-6696, or go to McAfee Gym, Room 1301. 
Reading Schedule
The reading schedule is available in a separate document on D2L. 
Eastern Illinois University (EIU) is committed to open, frank, and insightful dialogue in all of its 
courses. Diversity has many manifestations, including diversity of thought, opinion, and 
values. We encourage all learners to be respectful of that diversity and to refrain from 
inappropriate commentary. Should such inappropriate comments occur, the instructor will 
intervene, removing inappropriate content. The instructor may also recommend university 
disciplinary action. Learners as well as faculty should be guided by common sense and basic 
etiquette. The following are good guidelines to follow: 
• Never post, transmit, promote, or distribute content that is known to be illegal. 
• Never post harassing, threatening, or embarrassing comments. If you disagree with 
someone, respond to the subject, not the person. Conflicts of ideas are encouraged, while 
conflicts of feelings are discouraged. 
• Never post content that is harmful, abusive; racially or culturally insensitive, or religiously 
offensive, vulgar; sexually explicit, or otherwise potentially offensive. 
Remember you are communicating with real people. 
Students and instructors in your course have feelings, lives, jobs, families and a myriad of 
other issues that you may know little about. Once you have finished writing something, and 
before you send it, re-read it looking at your words from someone else’s perspective. How 
would they see it? Could it be misinterpreted? Could you rephrase to make it clearer or more 
on topic? 
Write clearly & professionally. 
In any course-related communication (emails, chats, discussions), use standard proper English 
with correct grammar. Using slang, errors in mechanics, and shortcuts maybe difficult for 
others to understand. Avoid ALL CAPS, bolding and underlining. It could be misinterpreted. 
Avoid offensive language. Also make sure to sign your name to any post. 
Be kind and ethical. 
Do not belittle other students or the instructor. You may disagree with what someone says, but 
focus on the issue, not the person. Behave online as you would in person. Be forgiving of the 
mistakes of others. 
Help others. 
If someone asks a question, answer it if you are sure of the correct answer or if you have 
insight that could be helpful.
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EIU’s Policy for Online Communication
